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in Melville Bay was much too dangerous to risk the collier Loch
Garry, which was left behind at Upemavik to await the Alert,
nbw well on her way. Kingatok was reached by the Thetis and
Bear on the afternoon of May 29th, after some difficulty, but
they were driven to the north side by a southerly gale which
broke up the harbor ice, destroying the ice foot on the 1st of
June. The effect of this gale upon the ice beyond opened a lead
which eventually reached as far north as the settlement of Tas-
suisak, not, however, without some damage to the Bear, whose
energetic commander followed an opening which a submerged
cluster of rocks out of sight blocked and upon which the ship
struck heavily, damaging her apron and fore-foot. This was an
accident to be expected in this wild and unknown region, but it
did not diminish the spirit of the energetic fellows of the Bear,
nor did it impair the confidence of the commander in the judg-
ment of the Bear's officers.

From this time until the Buck Islands were passed, frequent
gatherings of the captains of the several vessels were had on board
one or the other of the relief ships. These were known in the
whaling vernacular as "mollies," which, interpreted, meant a sort
of "smoker" where experiences in the ice regions were related.
As the commander's ice experience was limited to knowledge ac-
quired from reading the literature upon this subject, he was
receptive on these occasions rather than communicative. The
thrilling adventures, the hairbreadth escapes, the suffering and
exposures, when caught and crushed by the ice, were harrowing
yet fascinating. But from these descriptions of those veritable
old sea vikings much that was valuable afterward was derived.
Some among the relief officers were inclined to infer that our
lack of these experiences would discount the chances of success.
Not so, however, with the commander, who reached the conclu-
sion, during these conferences, that the experiences related were
to be considered excellent, if the object was to catch whales; but
where the purpose was to relieve Greely, risk, rather than too
much caution, was to be the rule of action. The value of experi-
ence may be overestimated in this work; it sometimes begets con-
servatism; and nothing is more true in ice work than that they
who know nothing fear nothing. This proved the dominant factor
in the expedition's work.llowed us outward. It was a demonstration of en-
